










































SAILING THROUGH ECONOMIC TIDES 

Early IT players 
Both Netstar's Wun Kam-hoi and Cheung Kam-foo entered the field of IT 

after graduating from HKU in the 1970s. Wun joined NCR as a programmer in 

1972. After a stint in the company's Ohio headquarters, Wun started NCR's 

Taiwan branch in the 1980s. Cheung initially worked at Sita, on airline network 

supporting flight reservation, and after working for HSBC and Hongkong 

Telecom in various capacities, he bought Comtech in 1992. 

Comtech, working with other partners, supplied major networking systems 

to projects such as the Chek Lap Kok Airport and the mammoth Three Gorges 

project. It also created intelligent building systems in major cities in China. 

Both have witnessed the transformation of the IT industry and are now 

working in the same organisation since NetStar's merger with Comtech in 

1999. 

NetStar's clientele includes more than 1,800 large organisations across 

Asia and the Pacific. The Group has some 650 staff in six countries, with 

Hong Kong, the Chinese mainland and Australia being the largest operations. 

China is a huge market for the networking business, and accounts for 50 Wun Kam-hoi (left) and 

per cent ofNetStar's revenue. Cheung Kam-Joo 

There are other HKU graduates who are at the forefront of IT developments. 

Among them, Ko Ping-keung (BSc(Gen) 1973, BSc(Sp) 1974) is an 

internationally famous semi-conductor expert holding several patents in integrated 

circuihy As a professor at the University of California, Berkeley, he was convinced 

that China had the potential of developing IT. With his "China dream", Ko returned 

to Hong Kong in 1994 to serve as the Dean of the School of Engineering of Hong 

Kong University of Science and Technology. In 2000, Ko co-founded a venture 

capital company called Asia Cyber Republic with Lui Tam-ping, the founder of 

computer company Legend, and a few friends. In 2001, he co-founded another 

venture capital group, Authosis Inc, again with Lui Tam-ping and a professor from 

Stanford University. The new venture capital group focuses on nurturing semi­

conductor companies in China, by acting as an investor and incubator. 

Tam Chung-ding (BSc(Gen) 1966) is a noted IT veteran who reached the 

highest management echelons of Motorola, as the company's most senior Chinese 

executive. 

Pioneer of Hong Kong Semi-conductor 
A 33-year veteran, Tam Chung-ding was Executive Vice President, Asia 

Pacific Region, Motorola, overseeing corporate management for China, 

Japan and all Asian countries with a total revenue of over US$10 billion. Tam 

received the Young Industrialist Award conferred by the Federation of Hong 

Kong Industries in 1988, won the Executive of the Year Hong Kong Business 

Awards sponsored by DHL and South China Morning Post, and was selected 

as one of the "Top Ten Asian Executives" in the electronics industry in 199 5 

by Electronics Business Asia magazine. In 1999, Tam led a corporate effort 

in expanding Motorola in China, making Motorola No. 1 foreign investor in 

China. Tam is active in advising on technology development in a number of 

government advisory committees around Asia Pacific. In particular, his focus 

is on Applied Science & Technology Research Institute in Hong Kong and he 

chairs its technology committee. 

Tam retired from Motorola in 2001 and was appointed by the government 

as CEO of the Hong Kong Science and Technology Parks Corporation in 2002. 

Ko Ping-keung 
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Philip Leung Wing-jung ~~* (BSc(Eng) 1972) has 27 years of experience in 

computers, semi-conductors and the internet, working in different functions 

including engineering, finance and sales in Silicon Valley and Asia. He has held 

senior positions at AMD, VTech, Quantum, Compaq and Chinese Books Cyberstore. 

Leung has been an active angel investor and helped found 

eCommence, a Hong Kong-based business rollout manager for 

US technology firms starting businesses in Asia. 

Playing a different role in the IT industry is Philip Ng Yuk­

wing {liiE~ (BSc(Eng) 1972), who founded his own 

electronic component distribution company. He set up Karin 

Electronics in 1970s, and later Compucon. His efforts helped 

Hong Kong catch up with global trends. 

Victor Ng Kwok-ho ~~!: (BSc(Eng) 1976) founded 

Micom Tech Limited in 1981. Offering research and 

development services and solutions to the industry, it has 

found a niche among local and overseas manufacturers in need 

of electronic consultancy services in product development. His 

recent designs include popular electronic toys Furby, robodog Poo Chi and iCybie. 

Gabriel Yu Chi-ming ~it~ (BSc(Eng) 1970) is an entrepreneur and a 

forerunner in the changing economic trends. As a first generati_on investment banker 

in Hong Kong, Yu founded a number of companies in the 1980s, including Laser 

Computer Ltd, which distributes computell' peripherals in Hong Kong and the 

Chinese mainland, and Italade Technology Thailand, which manufactures high­

precision sub-assemblies and products. Since 1995, he has founded six Internet 

start-ups. Among these start-ups are the Chinese Books Cyberstore (if~¥'.), once 

the largest on-line Chinese books retailer in Hong Kong, and PCCW Schoolteam 

(Asia), which offers broadband Internet access to schools. Yu also created the digital 

form of the Complete Collection in Four Treasures (12!1J!P:~in, an important 

collation of all important Chinese classics in history. In a similar vein, Pang Wang­

kee %15l¥ (BSc(Gen) 1973) who started with Longman Books, once concentrated 

on e-books and now works on smart-cards. 

The provision of data centre services for small and medium enterprises only 

began in Hong Kong in the late 1990s. Eric Tung Chi-ho lf-Tf: (BA(ArchStud) 

1981, BArch 1983), Executive Director of Sun Hung Kai Real Estate Agency Ltd 

and SUNeVision Holdings Ltd, founded iAdvantage Ltd in 1999 and served as its 

President and CEO. iAdvantage has since be:come a leading Internet infrastructure 

provider in Hong Kong, Greater China and Asian regions. In terms of Internet Data 

Centres, iAdvantage is the largest operator in Asia and the sixth largest in the world 

according to a recent survey. 

There are other HKU graduates occupyiing senior positions in multi-national 

computer companies in Hong Kong. Errol Chan Kam-kau ~~lfl:f* (BSc 1978) is the 

Regional Manager of Cisco Systems in charge of the company's business in Hong 

Kong and Macau. Chan has 20 years experience in the computer industry, having 

worked for Unisys, ICL Hong Kong, Tandem Computer and Anixter. Cisco set up an 

Internet School in 1999 to train a new generation of IT experts. More than 3,000 

education institutes all over the world have participated in the scheme. 

Alan Li Man-him *J'c~lt (BSc 1971) has been in the IT industry for 25 years, 

working for Digital in the United States and for Oracle China as the Managing 

Director. Under his leadership, the sales of Oracle China doubled in two years. He 

served as the Chief Operating Officer of Sohu, a leading Chinese portal on the 

Chinese mainland, from 2000 to 2001. 
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Surfing the International Arena 
Henry Chow Wai-kwan Jti]{tmt (BSc(Eng) 1968) joined IBM Hong Kong in 

1968 and has by all accounts built up a successful career with Big Blue. In 1985, he 

was appointed Director of Operations, IBM Hong Kong responsible for all 

marketing and administrative operations. Three years later, Chow was appointed 

General Manager, IBM Taiwan during which time he was voted "Outstanding 

Businessman in Taiwan" in 1990. In 1993, Chow was off to Australia after being 

appointed Assistant Managing Director, Services, for IBM Australia. Soon 

afterwards, he became the General Manager of Asia Pacific South, responsible for 

IBM's personal computer business in all Asia Pacific countries except Japan. In 

1995, he became Chairman, IBM China Company Limited. Chow is currently 

Chairman and Chief Executive Officer, IBM Greater China Group. He oversees 

IBM's operations on the mainland, Hong Kong and Taiwan with some 13,000 

employees located in 17 cities and over twelve joint ventures (eight in the PRC and 

four in Taiwan) in manufacturing, professional services and software development. 

Tony Tai Chark-tong .X:i*;Jit (BSc(Eng) 1977, MBA 1979) is the first local to 

have served as the General Manager of IBM Hong Kong (1998-2000), during which 

time IBM was ranked as the No. 1 IT vendor in Hong Kong. Tai is now the Director 

of Marketing of IBM Greater China Group. The current General 

Manager of IBM China/Hong Kong Ltd is Cordelia Chung ~.!UJ.~f~ (LLB 

1982, PCLL 1983). 

Other HKU graduates have been engaged in technology investment. 

Vincent Kwan Pun-fong ~ i:l'h Jr (BSocSc 1973) has been a venture 

capital investment and direct investment specialist since 1988. He has 18 

years of expatriate experience working in the Asia Pacific region for 

multinational corporations. He returned to Hong Kong in 1999 to 

establish the Hintful Group of Companies and Hintful Capital Ltd, in 

partnership with Paul Yip Kwok-wah in 1999. It engages in venture 

capital and direct investment as well as the provision of incubation and 

financial services. 

Alan Abel Yu Ying-choi ~~:;;t (BA 1978), the former Managing Director of 

Johnson & Johnson (Hong Kong) Ltd, is now the Vice President and Chief 

Operating officer of the CK Life Sciences Int'l (Holdings) Inc. He is responsible for 

the commercial activities of the Group, including manufacturing and marketing of 

all product applications. 

Telecommunications 

The provision of communications and information services has always been one 

of Hong Kong's strengths. Advanced telecommunications infrastructure is of critical 

importance to Hong Kong's continued development. The telecommunications 

industry is entirely privately owned, with the government introducing competition to 

the market in the 1990s, firstly in the cellular telephone market, followed by the 

fixed network market. 

The Office of the Telecommunications Authority (OFTA) is a government 

department responsible for regulating and facilitating the development of the 

telecommunications sector in Hong Kong. Anthony Wong Sik-kei x ~~ 
(BSc(Eng) 1971, MPhil 1977, MSocSc 1980) is currently the Director-General of 

Telecommunications of OFTA. 

Tony Tai Chark-tong 
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Before 1995, Cable & Wireless HKT Telephone 

Ltd (CWHKTT) was the only player providing fixed 

network services . Linus Cheung Wing-lam ~JJ(~ 

(BSocSc 1971 , DipMS 1978) joined Cable & Wireless 

HKT Ltd in 1994 and was the first Chinese to become 

the Chief Executive. Cheung was named "Executive of 

the Year for Hong Kong" in 1999 by 

the South China Moming Post and 

DHL. He was also elected the "Best 

Telecom Chief Executive in Asia" 

by Telecom Asia in both 1998 & 

1999. Under his leadership, HKT 

was selected by Financial Times as 

the world's "Most Competitive 
Linus Cheung Wing-lam 

Local or National Carrier" in 

October 1999. After the acquisition of HKT by Pacific Century 

Cyberworks (PCCW) in 2000 , Cheung became its Deputy 

Chairman. Before joining HKT, Cheung was with Cathay Pacific 

Airways for 23 years, latterly as Executive Director. 

Following the expiry of CWHKTT's franchise for local 

telephone services in 199 5, three more companies have been 

licensed to provide local fixed telecommunication services on a 

competitive basis. Consumers thus currently enjoy a wider choice 

of telecom services at a much lower price. Tony Cheung Tung-Ian 

~*** (BSocSc 1980) is Vice-President, Consumer Market, Wharf New T&T, one 

of the three new companies providing fixed telecom services. 

The opening of the cellular telephone business to competition in 1985 introduced 

many players to the market. One such company is Peoples Telephone, headed by 

Managing Director Michael Leung Kai-hung ~,$:1i:1t (BA 1967, AdvDip(SocWk) 

1968). Peoples Telephone, formed as a consortium with China Resources (Holding) 

Ltd as the major shareholder, is the first PCS operator in Hong Kong, in operation 

since 1997. It also provides a wide range of conmrnnication services. 

Tourisni 

Tourism is one of Hong Kong's key service industries and is one of its top 

foreign exchange earners. As early as 1975, the Hong Kong Tourist Association 

(HKTA) was established as an agency to market Hong Kong as a travel destination 

worldwide. Amy Chan Cheng Yi-yim ~~~ ft.ij~l(!i (BA 1971) was the first Chinese 

Executive Director of HKTA (1994 to 2000). In the early 1990s, Cheng initiated 

efforts to boost tourism from the Chinese mainland and Macau and by 2000 there 

were 13 million visitors to Hong Kong. 

With the Asian financial crisis in 1997 and 1998, the number of tourists dropped. 

In 1999, the SAR government stepped up its support of the tourism industry and 

the Tourism Commission was set up within the Government's Economic Services 

Bureau. The current Commissioner for Tourism is Rebecca Lai Ko Wing-yee 

~r@j~t~ (BA 1981). The Commission's mandate is the long-term development, 

policy setting and implementation of the SAR's tourism industry. 

Lo Yuk-sui, Chairman of the Century City Group, was the Chairman ofHKTA in 

1996. During the tenure of Lo and Cheng, they initiated a strategic review of tourism 



and the new role of the HKTA in the 

21st century, prompting the renaming 

of HKTA to Hong Kong Tourism Board 

(HKTB) in April 2001. In 2000, Lo was 

succeeded by Selina Chow Liang 

Shuk-yee Ji!iJ'!!l?:~·t€l (BA 1965). The 

Tourism Board continues to expand the 

use of e-marketing and revitalising the 

worldwide "City of Life" campaign. 

One of the HKTB 's major efforts 

for improving tourism services has 

been the introduction of the Quality 

Tourism Services Scheme, whereby 

organisations providing quality services 

are awarded "Quality Tourism Services" 

decals (QTS decals). Stanley Ko Kam­

chuen il!li iHlt (BA 1970), Chairman 

of Jardine Matheson (China) and 

Chairman of Hong Kong Coalition of 

Service Industries, is a Council member 

of the Quality Tourism Services 

Scheme. He is also the Chairman of the 

Staff & Finance Sub-committee and a 

member of the Board of Management 

of the HKTB. Also sitting on HKTB 's 

Board of Management are Patrick 

Yeung Wai-tim m1¥~ (BSocSc 1980), 

Managing Director of Cathay Pacific 

Holidays Ltd. 

SAILING THROUGH ECONOMIC TIDES Chapter 6 

(from left) Rebecca Lai Ko 
Wing-yee, Jao Tsung-i, Chan 
Wai-nam, Ian Davies, Stephen 
Ip Shu-kwan and Selina Chow 
Liang Shuk-yee celebrating 
Jao s presentation of Heart 
Sutra to Hong Kong. The 260-
word cal/igmphy will be used 
for a stone engraving on a 
mountain slope. 

Promoting Hong Kong as 
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On-ldu, Dennis Yau Tat-wang, 
Timpson Chung Shui-ming, 
Fung Ho-keung and 
Tsang Shu-Id 
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Blurring the Border 

The oil crisis in 1973 sparked a global recession and caused the closure of 

numerous factories in Hong Kong. Yet, the economy quicldy rebounded in 1976, and 

was set for a high growth era with the opening of China in 1979. 

In the years following 1979, local companies started operating on the mainland. 

Facing under-developed infrastructure and an immature legal system, few were 

visionary and passionate enough to venture substantial investment on the mainland. 

HKU graduates are among the pioneers of 

China business. Andrew Fung Ho-keung 

{,~rlJ5$ (BA 1969, DipEd 1972) was 

among the starters that provided China 

h·adle consultancy services and training. 

In 1978, Stanley Chu Yu-lun 7Kf.G1fttr 
(BSc 1973, DipEd 1974) and Lawrence 

Fung Siu-por {,~f.lBrSl (BSocSc 1972) 

were among the founders of Adsale 

Group, a pioneer in China trade shows. 

Adsale started by publishing magazines 

introducing industrial technology to China, 

and acting as a China advertising agent 

for foreign papers such as Wall Street 

Joumal, and for mainland papers such as 

Wen Wei Po. Adsale began organising 

trade shows in China in the 1980s and has 

since become the largest China trade show organiser outside of the mainland. 

In 1978, Andrew Chow On-kiu Jj!i]1(;fl (BSocSc 1973) started a China Division 

of Sun Hung Kai Securities Ltd for various investments, including hotels, property 

development and trading. Chow later became the Managing Director of Tian An 

China Investments, a company that invested in Greater China. Chow is currently the 

Vice Chairman of Next Media Group Management Ltd and Apple Daily Ltd. 

Induced by the low land and labour costs, local manufacturers started shifting 

production across the border, but retained 

Hong Kong as a value-added centre for 

management, marketing and design. One 

of the pioneers in this direction was Peter 

Wong King-keung ifjji:5$ (BSc(Eng) 

1968, MSc(Eng) 1970) who founded 

Newmark Company Ltd in 1986. Nemwark, 

with its production base in southern China, 

is one of the largest exporters of overhead 

projectors on the mainland. It also 

manufactures brand name cameras. 

Since China opened its doors in the 

Stanley Chu Yu-lun (left) with Zhu 
Rongji, 1987 

late 1970s, mainland involvement in Hong Kong has moved away from solely 

banking activities and departmental stores, and it has become a major participant in 

Hong Kong's economic activities. 

China International Trust & Investment Corporation Hong Kong (Holdings) Ltd 

(CITIC HKH), whose parent company is a state-owned enterprise, has taken up 

major partnership with many local and international companies, and owns 
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investments in many of the key sectors in Hong Kong as well as in China. Henry Fan 

Hung-ling ffir~U~ (BA 1969) is the Managing Director of CITIC Pacific. 

An Epitome of "One Country, 1\vo Systems" 
Very few HKU graduates opted for a career with mainland-owned firms in the 

1980s, a time when people were still sceptical about Hong Kong's future. Henry Fan 

Hung-ling, formerly a practising barrister, decided to join CITIC HKH in 1987, 

which was said to be the first PRC-owned company to recruit senior executives from 

Hong Kong. 

In Fan's view, the CITIC Group epitomises "One Country, Two Systems": "At 

first the local staff and mainland staff experienced culture shock working in the 

same office in Hong Kong, but they overcame the challenges and were able to co­

operate well." 

The CITIC Group in Hong Kong developed at breakneck speed and was soon 

listed under CITIC Pacific. Today, CITIC Pacific is one of the constituent stocks of 

the Hang Seng Index. Among the various interests it holds in Hong Kong are Cathay 

Pacific and Dragonair, Dah Chong Hong, New Hong Kong Tunnel Co Ltd, Western 

Harbour Tunnel Co Ltd, Hong Kong Air Cargo Terminals Ltd, and Hong Kong 

Resort Co Ltd. 

Commerce 

Most Hong Kong businesses are involved in trade and commerce. They have 

different types of operations and have emerged from different backgrounds. HKU 

graduates have demonstrated their success in all sectors of trade and commerce but 

we are only able to mention a few. 

For a very long time, British businessmen, who developed roots in Hong Kong, 

established the major local firms. Referred to by historians as Hongs, these 

companies are identified with Hong 

Kong rather than Britain. The directors 

of the Hongs by convention were almost 

exclusively British. Nevertheless, even in 

those earlier years, a number of HKU 

graduates gained top positions . 

Eleanor Ling Lee Ching-man -*t* ff )C 

(BA 1969) was the first Chinese woman to 

be made a General Manager of Jardine 

Matheson, one of the oldest Hongs 

established by the British, which evolved Eleanor Ling Lee Ching-man 
(middle) and family 

into a Hong Kong based international 

enterprise. Lee was the Director of Jardine Pacific Group Ltd, from 1985 until her 

retirement in 1998. During her more than 30 years of service with the company, Lee 

took up a diverse range of responsibilities in different lines of businesses, including 

travel, property, corporate communications and human resources. Currently an 

adviser to the Board of the Jardine Pacific Group Ltd, Lee is still active in 

community services as a Board member of the Hong Kong Hospital Authority, 

Chairman of the Queen Elizabeth Hospital , and Chairman of the Hong Kong 

Retirement Schemes Association. 
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Win/de Lau Wai-kit 

Archibald Chan Tai-wing mMi~ (BSc 1959) was the Executive Director of 

Caltex Oil Hong Kong for more than 30 years. He has since relinquished that 

position and is now the company's Government Relations Consultant. Chan is also 

former Commandant of Hong Kong Auxiliary Police 

Force. 

Eva Cheng Li Kam-fun ~~*~m-5r (BA 1975, MBA 

1989) is a pioneer in the direct selling industry. Cheng 

joined Amway in 1977 and is now the Executive Vice 

President and Director of Amway Asia Pacific Ltd, 

Regional Managing Director of Amway Greater China, 

and Chairman of Amway (China) Co Ltd. Cheng is a 

founding member of the Hong Kong 

Direct Selling Association, and Amway 

is one of the largest direct selling 

companies in Hong Kong. 
Eva Cheng Li Kam-fun 

Another example is Winkie Lau Wai-kit ~Uf&t1~ (BA 1969) 

who was previously Chief Executive of TYE, whose business 

include publications, retail, travel agency, kindergartens, and the 

operation of sports and recreation facilities. Lau later founded his 

own company In Express Ltd and built the first private golf driving 

range. In Express is also engaged in advertising, publication, 

operation of golf driving range, and manufacturing of garments on 

the mainland. 

The growth in commerce AC Nielsen has seen the development 

of supporting professions, such as market research. AC Nielsen is often perceived as 

the world's leading provider of market research, information and analysis to 

consumer products and services industries. Tang Kwai-nang Jf~tf~~ (BA 1966, MA 

1973), Chairman of Asia Pacific, was the Managing Director of the Hong Kong 

operation, formerly known as Survey Research Group (SRG) . He founded the 

Taiwan operation in 1981 and pioneered market research on the mainland in the 

early 1980s. 

It is impossible to give an exhaustive account of HKU graduates holding key 

positions in various economic sectors. To name some more examples, there are: 

Raymond Chow Wai-kam JEJ wri (BA(ArchStud) 1970, BArch 1972), Group 

Managing Director of Hutchison Whampoa Properties Ltd; Irene 

Chow Lup-ping JEJ JL. f- (BSc(Eng) 1974), Regional Head of IT 

Operations & Telecoms, Asia -Pacific, HSBC; Mary Gray 

Rodrigues ,@\ #.[. f,~ rf!J (BA 1967), formerly Group Manager of 

Swire Properties Ltd; Frederick Wai Chi-leung wj;G; ~(BA 1958), 

Managing Director, Garsin (Holdings) Ltd; Edward Tsui Ying­

chun 1#dJ1Hf (BA 1971), President & CEO, Wong's Hong Kong 

International (Holdings) Limited; and Tong Chun-wan mf* '.;: 
(BA(AS) 1975, BArch 1977), Managing Director of Great Eagle 

Development and Project Management. 

Mwy Rodrigues (left), former Chairman of 
Convocation, succeeded by Wendy Gan Kim-see 
iffJf§t;J(Jz (BA 1987) since 2001 
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