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Surveying and Planning Functional Constituency. He was the President of the 

Hong Kong Institute of Surveyors and Chairman of the Royal Institution of 

Chartered Surveyors (Hong Kong Branch) and Surveyors Registration Board in the 

mid-1990s. 

HKU graduates now constitute one-third of the Council. Rita Fan has been 

elected among members as the Council President since 1997. 

} 

As student 

Rita Fan Hsu Lai-tai 
After her graduation in 1966 as a Science student, Hsu 

worked in the University of Hong Kong, and then the Hong 

Kong Polytechnic (predecessor of the Hong Kong 

Polytechnic University), in the realm of student affairs. 

She was appointed a member of the Executive Council 

in 1989 and a Legislative Councillor in 1993. Before 1997 

she was known for her negotiations pertaining to the 

Vietnamese illegal immigrants and the issue of Right of 

Abode. She was also the Chairman of the Education 

Commission (1990-1992) that was instrumental for the setting up of the Hong 

Kong Institute of Education. She was particularly known for her resignation 

from the Executive Council during the reign of Governor Chris Patten, generally 

seen as a reflection of her independence to political power. 

Hsu was the President of the Provisional Legislative Council (1997-1998). 

Amidst controversies and distrusts, her consistent impartiality, fairness and 

objectivity have earned her the support and respect of fellow Councillors. She 

was elected President for the first two terms of SAR LegCo since 1998. 

In her presidency, Hsu has kept a low profile on the media, but has played 

invisible yet valuable role in the keeping of the LegCo. Hsu as the President of the SAR LegCo 

In the election 2000, the Democrats maintained its majority 

position. However, the DAB achieved a significant turn around 

in terms of popular support. Nevertheless, the tug-of-war 

between the Democrats and the DAB is attracting increasingly 

less attention given the new accountability system where the 

role of the LegCo has become precarious. The new interplay 

among the ExCo, the LegCo and the Civil Service is yet to 

evolve. 

Under these circumstances, there is some subtle 

dissatisfaction of the ineffectiveness of parliamentary politics, 

and a felt need of alternative mode of political participation. 

In 2002, a group of intellectuals and professionals from the academic, business, 

social service and political sectors launched the SynergyNet Orfr It aims 

to create a new vision for Hong Kong amid the economic downturn and 

deterioration in political governance. Anthony Cheung Bing-leung 

and Louis Shih Tai-cho (MBBS 1977) are the Chairman and 

Vice-Chairman respectively. Half of its founding members are 

Democratic Party members. 

Political Polls and Critics 
Political participation is also realised in consultations and 

commentaries on government policies, where HKU graduates have 

widespread involvement from the perspective of their respective 

community roles. 

The Swearing-in Ceremony for 
members of the Hong Kong SAR 
Provisional Legislative Council, 1997 

Chan Yuk-cheung 
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The Golden Jubilee Precious 
Blood School evoked a social 
campaign, 1970s 

Robert Chung 
Ting-yiu 

Lau San-ching 
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Among political conunentators, Cheng Yu-shek was among 

the earliest in Hong Kong who paid special attention to the 

political development. Cheng is an academic at CityU. Cheung 

Chor-yung 51-Hi!~ (BA 1980), who once worked in BBC in 

London, is another outspoken academic at CityU. Lau Siu-kai, 

a professor in CUHK, was another political conunentator who 

participated in Preparatory Conunittee in 1993, but became a 

critical commentator after 1997. Lau is now Head of the 

govermnent's Central Policy Unit and has to face new loyalty. 

Opinion polls also play a role in the political development 

of Hong Kong. Based in the University of Hong Kong, Robert 

Chung Ting-yiu ~&Hfti (BSocSc 1982, MPhil 1988, PhD 

2000) has conducted more than 450 surveys on various social 

and political issues. His polls on the popularity of political 

figures, however, led to the unfortunate incident in 2000 where 

alleged government interference resulted in the resignation of 

HKU's Vice-Chancellor. 

There are also other ways of participation that are not 

shared by many. David Chan Yuk-cheung ~tfJJfrtt-¥: (BSocSc 

1975, CertEd 1976) was active in elections, but in a protest 

against the Japanese at Diaoyutai was drowned. Lau San-ching 

~Uww (BSc 1976) was imprisoned on the mainland because 

of his political advocacy. 

As HKU graduates, they all pledge to pursue the fulfilment of a personal cause, 

but they are rewarded differently by the reality. 

The political arena is perhaps the only one where HKU graduates made a 

contribution even before they graduated. However, instead of lengthy descriptions, 

we will give only a brief account of student movements in Hong Kong, and its 

relevance to HKU, in the following pages. 

Looking Ahead 
Politics is a favourable term in Hong Kong only in the last decades of the 20th 

century. The political development in Hong Kong is a complex process where the 

formal political structure plays only a part. In the older colonial days, government 

decision-making was not meant to be transparent, and only those close to the 

Governor or the govermnent, among them HKU graduates, could have an influence. 

Since the 1970s, extensive consultations spread over all policy arenas, and they 

contribute to a generation that is trained to participate in policy discussions, yet not 

quite inside the formal government structure. It was also the time when HKU 

graduates enter the policy arena as intellectuals and professionals. 

Meanwhile, other HKU graduates contributed to Hong Kong's development 

as advocates or leaders of social movements. 

In the decade before the transition in 1997, political developments in 

Hong Kong were overshadowed by competitions for seats in the legislature. 

Partisan battles, fierce as they were, have not brought much progress. In the 

first few years of the SAR, such competitions have sustained in lieu of more 

serious discussions and planning for the development of Hong Kong. In 

these circumstances, Hong Kong's political development is awaiting more 

committed intellectuals who would breakthrough the stagnancy. In 2002, 

with a new political structure for policy-making, there is a new call for HKU 

graduates for a revised way of contributing to Hong Kong's political development. 
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Snapshots of Hong Kong Student Movements 

Chinese Language Movement 

Demonstration of Morrison Hall students in the 1960s against the University: 
Ng Siu-quing (fifth left, front, later !mown as Yuen Quing, a Buddhist monk) 

Defend Diaoyutai Movement 

Student movement posters Student publications 
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John Lau Shek-yau 
as student in a 
social gathering 

Undergrad was an influential student 
magazine in the 1970s. Students 
expressed differences in political 
ideology by burning the magazine. 

Unde1grad, 2002 
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Student Movements 

Some HKU graduates made their impact on Hong Kong's development even 

before they graduated. They were active participants in student movements that 

carried far-reaching implications for the conununity. In Hong Kong, as is the case 

elsewhere, student movements are often controversial or even seem intolerable at the 

time when they occur. Hence their contributions are often appreciated only long 

after they were over. Many leaders of today owe their growth to participation in 

student movements. 

As early as the 1960s, there was the emergence of the Social Service Group in 

HKU that took on concern for the deprived as its mission. The Group has bred many 

leaders of today. In 1964, the Current Affairs Conunittee (CAC) was established 

within the HKU Students' Union (HKUSU) framework. The CAC has since played 

essential roles in opening up HKU students to the conununity at large. There were 

also some traces of participation in the riots and demonstrations in 1966-1967, 

sometimes in opposite camps. Tsang Yok-sing, for example, supported the left wing, 

whereas Dominic Tsim Tak-lung Jl11&\~i (BA 1968), as Union President, issued a 

statement in support of the govermnent. 

In 1968, when John Lau Shek-yau ~tl~ 1ti' (BSocSc 1971) was the Union 

President, the Union launched a campaign for student financial assistance and 

gained wide support. It led to the establishment of the Govermnent Grant and Loan 

Scheme for students, which continues to this day. 

In the late 1960s, influenced by the Chinese Cultural Revolution, and as part of 

the global student upheavals, HKU students took the lead in several genuine student 

movements. 

Earlier, in 1967, the Unde1grad ( ~.ffi) called for the equal status of Chinese and 

English as official languages. In July 1970, 13 student publications and social 

organisations formed the Joint Committee to Fight for the Official Status of the 

Chinese Language. This started the Chinese Language Movement (r:f Jt~JJJ) and is 

perhaps the first significant student movement in Hong Kong with a nationalistic 

colour. The HKUSU was under the Presidency of Sidney Chow Chi-keung JWJ;G;500, 
(BSocSc 1971, DipMS 1978). Other active figures include Ke1meth Kwok Hing-wai 

.$~~1$ (LLB 1972), HKUSU's Current Affairs Conunittee Chairman, Joseph Luk 

Man-keung ll!Jt500. (BSocSc 1973), Vincent Kwan Pun-fong mlilifb1:f (BSocSc 1973, 

MPhil 1976), and Stephanie Cheung Sau-yu 5~*· (LLB 1972) and Mok Yeuk-chi 
~;;ff;G; (LLB 1972) from the Hong 

Kong Federation of Students. The 

subsequent movements culminated into 

the recognition of Chinese as an official 

language for Hong Kong in 1974. 

The wave of movements for 

university administration (~~BJ/:~ 

~JJJ) in 1969 could be seen as the 

starting point of a major campus-wide 

campaign. The campaign led to the 

formal student representation at all 

levels of University decision-making 

which is still unique to HKU. 

Then came the worldwide Defend 

Diaoyutai Movement ({~~~JJJ) in 

protest of the Japanese occupation of 

the Diaoyutai. On April 10, 1971, 

Students expressed their demand for 
a more visible role in University 
management, late 1960s. (Students 
after an emergency meeting). 

'• 
1. 
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Peter Tung King-kuk 'i:f!:~ (BA 1972, CertEd 1977) was arrested during a 

demonstration among six other post-secondary students. A week later, about a 

thousand HKU students, with Lawrence Fung Siu-por 

(,~*B?Bl (BSocSc 1972) as the Union President, staged a 

demonsh·ation near the Lily Pond on University campus 

to denounce the Japanese government. On July 7, 1971, 

over three thousand people gathered together at a 

demonstration organised by the Hong Kong Federation 

of Students in Victoria Park. Twenty-two students were 

arrested and others wounded. Joseph Luk Man-keung, 

Union President in 1972, carried on the movement. 

Yeung Sum and Anthony Cheung Bing-leung also 
Cheung Bing-leung 
as student 

participated in the movement. In 1996, 

when some Japanese rebuilt a lighthouse 

on Diaoyutai, David Chan Yuk-cheung rekindled the movement and 

was drowned during a protest. 

In late 1971, the HKUSU under the Presidency of Lawrence Fung 

Siu-por together with Perry Mak Wah-cheung ~-- (BA 1973) 
launched the first student visit to the mainland when the Cultural 

Revolution was still in progress and tours to the mainland were 

extremely rare. This is often known as the historic First Beijing Tour 

(@I mm:f/il!,:J't~- 11) that has attracted wide public attention. 

Since then, there was the emergence of a category of students who 

identified themselves with the development of China, at times 

influenced by Mao, yet were brought up with liberal thoughts due to 

their schooling and the University. 

The China Study Society (mm :;!j!:*ff) was established in HKU in 

1972 as a core organisation of China identify. Perry Mak Wah-cheung 

was among the founders. The Society became the main driving force 

in the campaign "understand China, care about society" (~;g r:p IUl U), 
a banner that proved appealing at the time. 

In 1973, the escape of Chief Police Superintendent Peter Godber 

while under investigation for corruption led to a public uproar and a series of student 

protests in the tertiary sector. This movement (li::a-15 t'Elt1B) signified the quest 

for social reforms. 

The staggered development of China's foreign relations in the international arena 

prompted a wave of"China fever" (r:pmm~~) . The Hong Kong Federation of Students 

organised the first China Week in 1973, a 

photo exhibition, which attracted over 10,000 

students and citizens. Thereafter, it was held 

for five more terms. The China Week had 

h·emendous implications on secondary schools. 

There is then the split between those who 

identify themselves with China (the "national" 

group IJJl$i!) and those who would place 

local social reform as their first priority 

(the "social" group Uiti!). The heated 

confrontations were often reminisced by those 

who experienced the romance, who referred to 

those days as "The Fiery Red Era" C)dU:~{-\;;). 

Anti-corruption rally 

First Beijing Tow; 1971 
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(From left) Chu Yu-lun, Chan Yuen-ying 
and Joseph Luk Man-kueng 

Chan Man-hung 

BUILDING 

Monica Wong Ching-man (right) 

Gloria Chang Wan-Id 
on the cover of Asiaweek 
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In 1975, Mak Hoi-wah ~#ii:- (BA 1976, MSW 1978) won the election in 
Students' Union. That marks a disruption of the reign of the "national" group. 

Along the lines of the "social" group, he organised the "Hong Kong Week" and 

organised protests against rise in telephone charges and against the Queen's visit to 

Hong Kong. 

Many of the Union Presidents, divided in their political incidents, happened to be 

residents of Old Halls under the Wardenship of Fung Yee-wang (,!§ 121. ~ (BA 1960, 

MA(Ed) 1967). They include: 
1971 Lawrence Fung Siu-por, now a newspaper chairman 

1972 Joseph Luk Man-keung, now a businessman 

1973 David Chan Yuk-cheung 

1974 Linda Tsui Yee-wan -W~~ (BA 1975, CertEd 1977), first female 

president, currently a PR professional and a retired academic from the 

Baptist University of Hong Kong. 

1975 Mak Hoi-wah, a social worker, now an academic at the City University. 

Other key figures during this era include Ching Cheong~~ (BSocSc 1973), 

now working for Strait Times (Singapore) in Hong Kong; Andrew Chow On-kiu 

Jj!ij::t(;jl (BSocSc 1973), now the Vice-Chairman of Next Media Group Mangement 

Ltd; Antony Leung Kam-chung; Choy So-yuk; Timpson Chung Shui-ming; and 

Tsang Shu-ki, now Professor in Economics at Baptist University. 

The "national" group sustained their solidarity after graduation by forming the 

University Graduates Association in 1973. Members of the "social" group, 

incidentally, often tend to affiliate with the "Democrats''. 

The history of student movements in Hong Kong would be incomplete without 

mention of the Undergrad which was founded in 1952 as a student newspaper in 

HKU. It was first in English and its Chinese edition appeared in 1959. Undergrad 

gained its editorial independence from the HKUSU in 1968. Stmting from 1971, 

Undergrad had been put on public sale. It was an independent voice and power in 

the student movements and has nurtured a whole generation of academics and media 

professionals with social conscience. Editors of Undergrad include Chan Yuen-ying 

flt)(?[~ (BSocSc 1970), now the founding Director of the Centre of Journalism and 

Media Studies at HKU; Sung Yun-wing *'18,l* (BSocSc 1970), now Professor of 
Economics at CUHK; Lau Nai-keung, the founding Chairman of Meeting Point; 

Wong Siu-lun, now Professor and Director of HKU's Centre of Asian Studies; Chu 

Pui-hing *=ttfm (BSc 1971), now Director of Broadcasting in the HKSAR; Joseph 

Cheng Yu-shek; Arthur Shek Kang-chuen ;fi£lJjl (BA 1972, DipEd 1973), now 

Associate Publisher and Head of Research, Hong Kong Economic Times; and Chan 

Man-hung flt)(~ (BSocSc 1973), now Professor and Director of the China 

Business Centre at the Hong Kong Polytechnic University. 

Since the 1990s, student activities have never resumed its energy and wide 

participation. Few of them could be regarded as a student movement in its proper 

sense. There were nonetheless continuous students protests in the 1990s. In all these, 

the number of students involved was small, but they succeeded in commanding 

media attention and caused debates in society. Key figures during this period include 

Cheung Yui-fai 5LHJt~ (BSocSc 1992, PCEd 1995), Rosa Mok Pui-han ~-OIPl~M 

(BSW 1997) and Gloria Chang Wan-ki 5*~lU!t (BSocSc 2001) as Union presidents; 

and Monica Wong Ching-man it~~ (BA 1993) as Vice-Chairman of Hong Kong 

Federation of Students. Chang called for the resignation of the HKU Vice­

Chancellor in connection with the Poll Incident (2000). 



HKUSU Presidents from the mid-1960s to 2001 

1963-1964 Chan Charn-sing i(ijU*f+ (MBBS 1966) 

1964 Stephen Louie Wai-ying 11t;m;~ (MBBS 1966) 

1965 Lim Heng-poh ,f!\!Ji!Ji&'. (MBBS 1968) 

1966 Yung Yue-hung ~iirctt.lf. (MBBS 1969) 

1967 

1968 

Dominic Tsim Tak-lung Ji:t'&\ I~ (BA 1968) 

Yeoh Eng-kiong tJ)}J]<~ (MBBS 1971), 

David William Faure H:km (BA 1969) 

1969 John Lau Shek-yau fiitl :fi 1ti (BSocSc 1971 ), 

John Tsui Pui-lun fjf<(J,jll jfrij (BA 1970) 

1970 John Ng Tung-wah ffiJlli$ (BSocSc 1971), 

Sidney Chow Chi-keung JW];t,~ (BSocSc 1971) 

1971 Lawrence Fung Siu-por l.~~T:li&'. (BSocSc 1972) 

1972 Joseph Luk Man-keung j;t)C~ (BSocSc 1973) 
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MakHoi-wah 
(middle, front) and 
the 1975 Executive 
Committee 

1973 David Chan Yuk-cheung l~®itw (BSocSc 1975, CertEd 1976) 

1974 Linda Tsui Yee-wan ~f!.;f~ (BA 1975, CertEd 1977) 

1975 Mak Hoi-wah ~#it$ (BA 1976, MSW 1978) 

1976 Chung Chi-wai lfil -=Htt (BSc(Eng) 1977, MPhil 1982) 

1977 Henry Lo Hon-yiu IIK~Wi!! (BA 1979, PCLL 1988) 

1978 Yeung Wai-ling fJ)}JIDt$ (BSocSc 1979) 

1979 Alan Man Hoi-leung :lc#!J% (BSc(Eng) 1980, MSc 1985) 

1980 Victor Fung Yip-hing I.~~~ (BSc(Eng) 1981, MSc 1993) 

1981 Chow Kar-po 1:fL*Ji(BSc(Eng) 1982) 

1982 Chang Ka-mun 5~*1Uk (BSocSc 1983, MSocSc 1987) 

1983 Liu Chun-wah ~~$ (BSc(Eng) 1985) 

1984 Fung Wai-kwong l.~~1\!J't (BSocSc 1985) 

1985 

1986 

Li Siu-kei '$~T:l;§!i (BA 1987) 

Yuen Yiu-ching Y&J\'i!!ii!f (BA 1989) 

1987 Mak Tung-wing ~ Jft~ (BA 1988) 

1988 Nil 

1989 Chow Wing-hang JWJ1i<tli (BSocSc 1990) 

1990 Yau Chun-ming Jill~ljij (BSc 1989) 

1991 Cheung Yui-fai j~jJl.Wf! (BSocSc 1992, PCEd 1995) 

1992 Fong Tak-ho 1ri'&\* (BA 1993) 

1993 Nil 

1994 Tang King-loy ~[llQk* (BSc 1996, MPhil 2000) 

1995 

1996 

Rosa Mok Pui-han ~ lij!.Jll\1 (BSW 1997) 

Nil 

1997 Wong Chun-sing .:E~~ (BEng 1998) 

1998 Tang Chui-chung ~llfjf< 9=1 (BSW 1999) 

1999 Chan King-chi l~IQJUi~ (BBA 2000) 

2000 Gloria Chang Wan-ki ~U~!)t (BSocSc 2001) 

2001-2002 Bibi Ngai Wing-yin ~f.;k'itf (student at 2002) 

A press conference in 
anticipation of a new Vice­
Chance/!01; mid-1980s 

HK USU 
Building 
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·~-kffit- • f~~:kt11<t .. HM~tl 
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Student protest, 1975 Anti-Japanese rally, 1970s 

, t arly 1970s Defend Diaoyutai Movemen ' e 

Council meetmg tt . 1as a debating marathon in 
the 1970s 
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An exhibition of the Science Fortnight 

Orientation camp forfreshmen, 1970s 

Graduationphoto, 1975 
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~ 
(Above and belm11 Big character posters were 
popular means of communication in the 1970s. 

Executive committee members of different generations bidding 
farewell to "Uncle Fat" 8 fl! !J, a long service staff of HK USU for 
several decades, mid-1980s 
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